
From: Lee, Bill
To: Carr, Benjamin; Hopkins, Yvette; Hyles, Timothy; Miller, Amy; Miller, Robert; Salazar, Matt; Stone, Eliana;

TenBrook, Patti; Teter, Royan; Wormell, Lance
Cc: Report.Pesticide.Incident; Demorest, Allen
Subject: FW: 10-SOL-20 Closing Report
Date: Friday, September 04, 2020 10:25:59 AM
Attachments: 10-SOL-20 closing report_signed.pdf

From: Whitley, Dennis@CDPR <Dennis.Whitley@cdpr.ca.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 3:22 PM
To: CDPR-Priority Closing <PriorityClosing@cdpr.ca.gov>; Ed King 2 <ejking@solanocounty.com>
Cc: Yeaney, Priscilla J. <PJYeaney@SolanoCounty.com>; Tony J Avina <TJAvina@solanoCounty.com>
Subject: 10-SOL-20 Closing Report

Please see the attached closing report regarding 50 or more non-target birds that died after
ingesting strychnine. The source of the strychnine was unable to be determined. Due to the
strychnine origin being undeterminable no violations were able to be determined and the
investigation is closed.

Thank you,

Dennis Whitley
Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist)
Department of Pesticide Regulation
Enforcement Branch
dennis.whitley@cdpr.ca.gov
C (916)825-8094
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized
review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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		Summary of Findings: On 2/13/2020, the Solano County Mosquito Abatement District Control (SCMADC) received a complaint of a larger number of dead birds at the location of 2734 Rockville Rd. The SCMADC collected samples of the deceased birds to test for West Nile Virus. On 2/18/2020, the SCMADC contacted the Solano County Agricultural Commissioner’s (CAC) office to notify them of the incident. On 2/19/2020, in accordance with the Pesticide/Wildlife Incident Response Plan (PWIRP), the Solano CAC contacted the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to inform them of the incident. The same day, CAC biologists visited the site to investigate. In accordance with the PWIRP, the CDFW collected samples of the deceased birds for a necropsy. At the time the CAC biologists visited the incident site there was no indication that a pesticide was involved. 

9/3/2020
On May 1, 2020, the Solano County Department of Agriculture received a Wildlife Loss Report from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife which determined through postmortem examination and strychnine screening of pooled gastrointestinal contents that strychnine toxicosis was the cause of death for the examined Brewer’s blackbirds (Euphagus cyanocephalus) and red-winged blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus) from JAMES CLAGG’S property.
The CAC reviewed all Restricted Materials Permits (RMP) within a square mile of where the deceased birds were found and found four RMPs approved for strychnine use and storage. An investigation of those RMPs concluded that none had used strychnine within the last 6 months of the the incident and that none had any strychnine in storage. A review of use reports, both production agricultural and non-production agricultural, found that there were a couple non-production agricultural use reports showing strychnine use in the area. A follow up on those use reports for strychnine use found that the use reports were in error and that the applications made had not used strychnine. The errors have since been corrected. The CAC conducted a pesticide storage inspection on the neighboring farm and did not find any evidence of strychnine. After an investigation of RMPs, use reports, pesticide storages, and interviews of Agricultural and Structural Pest Control Business operating in the area the CAC was unable to determine where the strychnine the birds had ingested originated from. Several violations where found when interviewing Pest Control Business during the course of the investigation, but they were found to be unrelated to the deceased birds. Being unable to determine the source of the strychnine the CAC has concluded the investigation. 
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